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LET THE GAMES BEGIN—THE BATTLE TO MAKE TOUGH DECISIONS 

Opening day festivities of the legislature are over. For those who could make it, I sincerely thank you for taking the time to stop by and lunch with my staff and me. Now the real work begins. Hawaii residents are fighting mad over traffic cameras. The state's financial picture is ominous due to a projected $300 million shortfall. Legalized gambling is lobbying hard. Education is in need of radical reform. Thousands are unemployed.

KAPOLEI AREA NEEDS

Multi-Track Funding Crucial: Is Kapolei Middle School and Kapolei Elementary School going to receive funding for Multi-Track this year or not?  That was the question many concerned parents had as the deadline for all bills to be introduced approached.  As it turns out, Multi-Track funding was quietly deleted in the executive budget. 

In order to provide funding to implement multi-tracking at Kapolei Elementary and Middle schools, I have introduced House Bill (HB) 2695.

From its inception, Kapolei Elementary and Middle schools were envisioned and constructed to be multi-track schools.  The Department of Education supported and publicized the fact that both Kapolei Elementary and Middle schools were to be multi-track schools.  Teachers and staff spent the past three years planning and attending training sessions and coordinating with parents to prepare for the conversion to multitracking.  Tracks for students at both schools were assigned for the coming year, allowing families to plan and schedule the rest of their lives.  The funding to implement the multi-track system at Kapolei Elementary and Middle school was requested by the department of education. 

I am working with principals and other DOE officials to restore Multi-Track funding.  However, HB 2695 needs the public's support as well.  Enclosed is an attachment with a list of House and Senate Committee members and their phone numbers.  Call, fax, or write them to voice your support for HB 2695.

I Will Fight for Kapolei: I remain committed to securing funds for the next phase of Kapolei High School, including staff and books, and complete the opening and operation of Kapolei Library. It's also important to secure financing for the maintenance and repairs of our schools. I remain committed to building a West Oahu Campus, and as always, I'm working on our traffic congestion and safety issues.

STATE BUDGET DEFICIT

Outer-Island Testimony: As Ranking Minority Member of the House Finance Committee I participated with other members of the committee as well as members of the Senate Ways and Means Committee at an Oahu hearing on December 27th and on visits to Hawaii, Kauai and Maui over the period from January 3 through 10 to get feedback on budget proposals and ideas.

$300 Million Shortfall: Like balancing your checkbook, there are only two ways to solve the budget deficit. Either we can reduce government spending, or raise taxes. I am inclined to believe that raising taxes will only make things worse. Instead, reducing the cost and size of government when expenditures are greater than revenues makes sound fiscal common sense, and should be mandatory as well.  While all the rest of the economy is downsizing, re-configuring how they do business so that they can stay in business, government is proclaiming that any downsizing in its operation is going to stall economic recovery.  

The state says that state government has been "right-sized", but the Legislature won't be able to properly address its budget issues until everyone is working with the same numbers.  Republicans believe the state operating budget growth from fiscal year 1995 to 2003 was 48%, as opposed to Governor Cayetano's statement that growth was kept at 1%.  A Legislative Analyst position has been authorized for several years, but never funded.  The analyst would provide legislators with information needed to pass properly balanced budgets.  The Felix Consent Decree hearings illustrate that government spending can be terribly wasteful.  A Legislative Analyst would help guarantee the integrity of spending and other actions that State Government might undertake.  This would also enable the general public to benefit from more open and free access to budget information.  Just look around and one doesn't have to look far to see how tax dollars are being wasted and how government regulation makes it all the more difficult to live and work in Hawaii.

Hawaii Hurricane Relief Fund: The most talked-about solution to our budget shortfall, and much desired by the governor, is raiding the $213 million in the Hawaii Hurricane Relief fund.  I am opposed to this idea because it's the people's money, and if it can't be returned to the people, it should remain in the fund and be used for its intended purpose: hurricane relief when another Iniki like disaster hits the state.  The State argues that returning money to the people can't be done because a list of names is not available. I disagree, and question a state agency that cannot trace the source of its money.  During our public briefings on the outer-islands, a mere 1 to 2 people agreed with transferring the HHRF to the General Fund.

Taxes: Hawaii's people are working harder than ever to make ends meet, therefore we should eliminate the tax on store bought food, residential rent, and medical services.  We should not raise the liquor tax, another one of Governor Cayetano's solutions to the budget shortfall.  When you boil down the issues facing lawmakers year after year, food, housing, clothing and education matters most.  Lawmakers must face challenges head-on so residents can provide for their families now and in the future. We have to reduce taxes and regulations on business, because without business, there are no jobs.  

Gambling:  Another item not directly included in the Governor's budget, but which has been mentioned frequently as a way of eliminating the state's budget shortfall, is gambling.  Let me be perfectly clear on the matter of legalized gambling: I remain adamantly opposed to the legalization of gambling. Gambling provides an easy excuse and way out for the government, avoids real long-term solutions, and will only create additional burdens for government to be paid for by Hawaii taxpayers.  Only a few people on the outer islands provided public testimony in favor of gambling in any form.

Money spent by tourists on gambling will hurt restaurants, stores and tours.  Locals will suffer from addictions, crime, and lost discretionary income to spend on wanted or needed goods for themselves and their families.  Why is it that Native Americans cannot gamble on their own reservations?  Why is the Las Vegas strip an island in the rest of the city?  Why is it that in the Bahamas where the pro-gambling lobbyists showed the Governor their great casino, the government doesn’t allow Bahamians to gamble?

Gambling interests always tout the benefits, but not the social costs of gambling.  While promising taxpayers a share of the proceeds (although the overwhelming majority of the cash flows offshore), the social costs that individuals, families and taxpayers throw into the kitty to pay for gambling are ignored.  Many lose so a very few can win, but the casino always wins.  That’s why they want to build in Hawaii.

The state of Hawaii can pull itself out of its current economic quagmire without having to sell out to gambling interests.  It's about time state government and elected officials be forced to make hard decisions and held accountable.

EDUCATION

Another key issue in the state remains education, a top priority for me. The DOE's recent proposal to decentralize Hawaii's "one size fits all" school system is a move in the right direction, but only reflects what we Republicans have been advocating for several years. The DOE plan doesn't go far enough. We should have seven elected local school boards that mirror the seven school districts we now have. Real decentralization won't occur until parents are given a stronger voice, teachers have greater control in the classroom, and taxpayers feel confident money spent on the DOE is not being wasted.

PHOTO ENFORCEMENT VANS

I credit the photo enforcement vans with slowing down traffic.  However, changes are needed.  First, let me explain the background of the Cameras.  In 1998 and 1999 Bills were introduced to monitor red light running and High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV)/Zipper lane abuse. The idea behind HOV/Zipper lane abuse was that cameras could alert police officers so they could cite the drivers on the freeway after exiting the zipper lane.  In the case of HOV lanes, there was a shoulder to pull them over without tying up traffic. This all sounded good.  Also these bills called for cameras on streets. Notice streets and not freeways.  All the discussion was about speeding down hills or around curves in residential areas, around schools, or on roads such as Farrington Highway, Kunia Road or Kalanianaole Hwy. where deaths occur frequently.  Still sounds good.  

In 2000 the DOT wanted to extend the 3-year demonstration for another 4 years as the program had not yet started.  The legislature extended the project for two years so that it now ends June 2003.  DOT was to ask for another years extension this session, but I don’t believe there is much chance that extension will be granted.  Either we must re-evaluate the location of the photo vans and determine if current speed limits are reasonable and prudent, or the entire program be abolished. 

"President Kennedy and President Reagan understood that the best way to put more money in people’s wallets is to leave it there in the first place. After all, when you can keep most of what you earn, you have more incentive to be productive and earn more. As your income grows, you spend and save more. And that fuels economic growth. But the long-term logic of this seems to escape most liberals." --Edwin Feulner

GOOD THINGS DON'T JUST HAPPEN - THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN

TOGETHER WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

I invite you to join me every Saturday morning on the radio program "The Voice of the Majority" on K-108 AM 1080 from 7:00 am. - 8:00 am.

Call radio station K-108 at 524-1080 to share your comments, concerns, and opinions.

Please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns!

