
October 07, 2004

Dear friends and neighbors, I am writing this letter to ask that you please help me get the Mauka Lani Elementary School eight-classroom building built so we can reduce the overcrowding in our schools.

For the past several years, DOE has publicly stated they would not increase the number of classrooms in Kapolei.  Yet some have misled you and blamed the Governor for not releasing the design money the Legislature appropriated . 

All elected state legislator knows that DOE has a matrix, or priority list for projects.  I have also been pointing this out for over two years at the Neighborhood Board, in the parks and at schools, as well as at any other gathering where people could hear. 

This year, the Legislature approved not only the design money, but also the construction money.

This Mauka Lani project was not on their list in the past, but it is currently.  So now the chairman of Board of Education, Breene Harimoto says DOE wants to build the addition, but Governor Lingle refuses to release the funds.  Even though he knows it is the DOE/BOE that sets the priority of projects, not the Governor.

The Mauka Lani Elementary School eight-classroom building is way down as number 51 out of 129 items on the DOE list. 

Yet, some are approaching you to sign a petition to lobby the Governor to release the funds saying that she is refusing for some malicious reason.

Anyone truly interested in getting this addition built for our keiki should be calling or visiting the BOE and DOE to make them see how important this is to us.  This project must be moved up the list and must be formally requested before the money can be released.

I beg those who are using our children as pawns for political reasons stop immediately and work with the community to get the school addition built.

Please read Governor Linda Lingle’s letter on the reverse side. 

Then please call:

Board of Education Leeward representative and Chairman, Breene Harimoto 586-3334, Fax 86-3433 and 

Superintendent of Education Patricia Hamamoto 586-3310 Fax 586-3320

Thank you for caring.

Mark Moses
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