
October 28, 2004
Patricia Hamamoto

Superintendent

Department of Education

Queen Lilioukalani Building

1390 Miller Street

Honolulu, HI   96813

Dear Superintendent Hamamoto:

I am writing to you again about the construction of a new eight-classroom building at Mauka Lani Elementary School for which the legislature has appropriated money.

In your response to my previous letter of June 24, 2004, you explained that the release of funds had become slightly more complex with the requirement that Planning/Design and Construction funds needed to be requested separately.  You also assured me that the DOE would proceed with the request for release of funds.

I have discussed with Governor Linda Lingle the importance to our community of this project, and she has assured me that her Budget and Finance staff would expedite your request once made.  Today, I again contacted the State Budget Program and Planning Division, and they informed me that no such request has been made.  I observe that this project remains number fifty-one on the DOE list of priorities.

As you know, the State has an ad hoc limit on bond issuance of $300 - $400 Million per year.  With a biennium appropriation of $1 Billion in new construction projects, it is possible that a delay in requesting the release of funds for Mauka Land Elementary School Classroom may result in the money exceeding the limit and not being released.

If, as your office indicated, the DOE really intends building the new classrooms then I urge you to request the release of funds for this new classroom building.  Further, I ask that you revise the DOE's project priority matrix to move construction of the new Mauka Lani Elementary School classroom building higher than its current position of fifty-one out of one hundred twenty nine.

Yours,
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Mark Moses
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