Dear Friends:

I would like to take this opportunity to discuss with you the future of our community.

With the low interest rates, strong local economy and rapidly rising home prices the city of Kapolei is growing at a record pace.  As a result, traffic congestion is growing also growing rapidly, especially for those who must commute to downtown Honolulu.
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One of the best ways to relieve this congestion is to eliminate the need to commute, and to do that we need more jobs in Kapolei.

Our city grew out of empty fields, and as a residential community it was well planned. Both the major landowners and the State were careful in their planning.  As a result, Kapolei is one of the most attractive communities in Hawaii.  

But there is a problem.  If Kapolei is to grow from a residential community into a full-fledged city, if its residents are going to live and work here Kapolei must develop a functioning business sector, similar to downtown Honolulu.  Unfortunately, although well planned as a residential community, only enough commercial space was set aside to accommodate the shops and restaurants needed to serve the local residents.  There is no land set aside for a business community.  In fact, the businesses from a single major office tower in downtown Honolulu would consume all of the available commercial land in downtown Kapolei.

For Kapolei to successfully move from a bedroom community to a real city we must develop a business district, and we must begin to plan for it now.

This will require the cooperation and dedication of the City, State and the major landowners.  It will not be a simple task.  The selection of where to situate the business district, the determination of building heights and density, streets, parking, communications infrastructure, etc. must be carefully planned.  Business leaders should be brought in early, since it is their companies that we hope to attract.

It will not be easy, and it will not happen overnight, but we must begin now if Kapolei is ever to realize its destiny as Oahu's second city.
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