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REPORT TO THE MAKAKILO/KAPOLEI/HONOKAI HALE

NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 34

January 26, 2005

Dear friends and neighbors, the 2005 Legislative session has begun, and I look forward to working for you on the many important issues that we face as a community.  Though it is early in the year, already many improvement projects for the Kapolei/Kalaeloa area are under way.  We are working to improve schools, traffic, and public facilities, as well as many other projects that benefit our community.

School Improvements:

The Governor has released funds for improvements to school playgrounds, including playground equipment and bringing schools up to safety and accessibility code compliance.  Kapolei Elementary School will receive $78,000, Mauka Lani and Makakilo Elementary schools will each receive $80,000. 

UH-West Oahu Campus:

As you know, I have been working with the Governor, the UH President and its Board of Regents on the UH-West Oahu project for many years, I am happy to report that progress is being made toward the creation of this permanent 4-year campus in West Oahu.

Of the 500 acre-Kapolei Makai site, 96.8 acres will be used for the development of the campus, including 30 acres for the first phase. 

The University is seeking prospective partners to develop or co-develop and market up to 320 acres of the non-campus University owned lands.  This will be used to raise the money for development of the University campus. 

Of that, 169.3 acres will be used for income generating purposes, including mixed-use, commercial, and residential development, 150.8 acres will be reserved for future campus expansion, and 83.1 acres will be allotted for other uses, such as parks, utilities, an elementary school, open space, and roads.

Kapolei Judiciary Complex:

We are currently seeking funds for the $95 million Kapolei Judiciary Complex, and I have submitted a bill calling for the appropriation of this money.  The Estate of James Campbell is providing 13.6 acres of free land to the Judiciary upon which we hope to build a new court complex. 

Located within the Kapolei civic center area, the complex will include two major physical structures: 

A multi-level court building that will house twenty courtrooms and court support functions, and

A Juvenile Detention Facility that will accommodate and provide needed services for up to 72 juvenile detainees. 

The Judiciary has a critical need for adequate space to meet the demands of our citizens for family court services.  Our existing family courtrooms, built more than 20 years ago, are too small to adequately conduct hearings and do not provide adequate separation of parties in those often-emotional settings. 

In addition, parties and witnesses must wait in an overcrowded area. Frequently, those who should be physically separated -- for example, victims and criminal defendants, or emotionally charged parties in divorce or custody proceedings -- find themselves in very close quarters.  

Hawaii's current juvenile detention facility -- Hale Ho'omalu -- located on Alder Street in Honolulu is a World War II vintage facility that has deteriorated and where the arrangement of housing units and the configuration of individual rooms makes supervision difficult. 

In addition to relocating family court functions to Kapolei, the Judiciary plans to move the district court functions currently housed at the Wai'anae Court to the new Kapolei Court Complex. Their plan is to provide a full complement of circuit court functions and services, such as criminal and civil jury trials. 

The new complex will increase the convenience for residents of Kapolei, Ewa, Leeward, Wai'anae, North Shore, and Central O'ahu districts.  According to a November 2004 study prepared by the OmniTrak Group, nearly half of the family court users surveyed live in these districts.  I also believe that the new complex will help relieve the overcrowded H-1 commute to downtown Honolulu and ease the overcrowded conditions at the First Circuit courthouse. 

In addition, consolidation of all of Oahu's family court services in one location will save approximately half-a-million dollars in annual rent that is currently being paid to house family court functions at other locations. Kapolei and neighboring residents will have easier access to court services, such as obtaining traffic abstracts, paying traffic fines, resolving divorce matters, including custody and child support issues, filing for restraining orders, and dealing with juvenile matters. 

If the Kapolei project is to move forward, the Judiciary must have a signed construction contract by December 31, 2006. If not, we will forfeit the option on the 13.6 acres of Campbell Estate land, and the State may lose a great opportunity to acquire this substantial portion of land at no cost to the taxpayers.

The future of the Kapolei project is at a critical crossroad, and this legislative session is the last opportunity to fund this much-needed project. The Judiciary is, therefore, requesting a total of 95 million dollars for the design, construction, and purchase of necessary equipment for the Kapolei Court Complex. 

Because of this, after meeting with Governor Linda Lingle, Chief Justice Ronald Moon and Administrative Director Rick Keller I have included in my CIP bill a request for funds for this project.

Hawaii Ferry System:
The Hawaii Superferry, a new inter-island ferry, is scheduled to begin services in January of 2007. Hawaii Superferry will offer affordable one-way fares between Oahu and the neighbor islands accommodating about 900 people per trip. Fares are anticipated to be $50/$60 to Maui and Kauai, and $60/$70 (the higher price is for weekend travel) to the Big island, with advanced purchased discounts available.  

This is estimated to be much cheaper than the cost of air-travel.  For instance, a family of 5 that flies to Oahu from Maui and rents a car can expect to pay $1,191 when travelling via the existing airlines.  However, this same family could expect to pay only $530 for the same trip, with the transport of their car, via Hawaii Superferry.  

I believe that this will make inter-island travel affordable for local residents, and I am working to help this alternative means of travel succeed. 

In the future, we may be able to use similar ferries to provide intra-island services between Barbers Point and Honolulu Harbor, which would reduce traffic on the H-1 freeway.  I continue to work with the providers to pursue this goal.

Airport Improvements:

The Department of Transportation (DOT) is working on three Kalaeloa airport improvement projects.  These improvements include hangar renovations, utility system improvements, and facility improvements. Governor Lingle has released funding for each of these projects, amounting to approximately $11.4 million over fiscal years 2006 and 2007.  

The Governor has also released an additional $447,768 for pavement inspection and improvement plans at airports statewide, including Kalaeloa Airports.  

North-South Road:

The construction bids for the North-South Road are scheduled to be opened on February 1. If no protests are filed, the bid will be awarded and groundbreaking is expected to be in mid-February.  The groundbreaking ceremony will be attended by a senior official of the US Department of transportation, who has taken a keen personal interest in this project.  

This summer we can look forward to the implementation of the Freeway Service Patrol.  This Patrol will service the H-1, H-2, H-3, and Moanalua Freeways.  The Freeway Service Patrol will be able to clear up minor incidents quickly, benefit motorists in need, free up police and fire resources, and provide traffic information to Hawaii Department of Transportation.  This service will greatly improve our highways and positively impact the motorists who must commute to Honolulu on a regular basis.  

Barbers Point Harbor:

The DOT is also planning Barbers Point Harbor improvements, and the Governor has released $2 million for these projects. 

Highways:
The Department of Transportation has started a 20-year design plan for State Highway Maintenance.  Regular highway maintenance helps to prevent expensive rehabilitation and reconstruction when improvements are needed.  

The H-1 and H-2 Freeways were completed in the mid-1970's, and were designed with a twenty year lifespan.  After discussions with Governor Linda Lingle and State Transportation Director Rod Haraga, I support increasing the special maintenance budget from $50 million in 2005 to $73 million and $67 million in 2006 and 2007 to maintain our aging highways.

The condition of our highways has been made steadily worse by the Legislature's continual raids of the highway maintenance fund, funds which come from the taxes that you pay on gasoline,and which are supposed to be used for highway maintenance.

It has become so bad that Governor Lingle has informed the Legislature publicly, it is " my decision not to use any money from the State Highway Fund to balance the General Fund even though you authorized the transfer last year."

New Legislation:

I have introduced several bills on education, environment, and tax incentives such as the Education Tax Credits, Traffic Code improvements (including legislation to permit the police to enforce traffic laws in the Villages of Kapolei), Sentencing Reform, and Long-Term Care Tax Credit. I have also introduced Capital Improvement bills to fund the Makakilo Drive extension, a new classroom building for Makakilo Elementary School and a new elementary school in Kapolei, and I will work hard see them pass.

Together we are continually working for the betterment of our community. I appreciate your help and support on these matters.  

Please feel free to contact me with your ideas.  You may call my office at 586-8500, FAX 586-8504, or you can email me at repmoses@capitol.hawaii.gov.  I look forward to hearing from you.


Join me Saturday mornings from 7 to 8 am on “The Voice of the Majority" at 1080
on the AM dial.  Call me at 524-1080 to share your comments, concerns, and opinions.


Always remember,

GOOD THINGS DON'T JUST HAPPEN – THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN

TOGETHER WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS AMERICA
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