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REPORT TO THE MAKAKILO/KAPOLEI/HONOKAI HALE

NEIGHBORHOOD BOARD NO. 34

April 27, 2005
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Dear friends and neighbors, this year's session of the Legislature is almost finished.  Much of what we had discussed earlier is about to come to fruition, other things will have to wait another year.  This report contains some of the highlights of the last month.

Items discussed in this report include:

· Traffic Safety for Makakilo children

· Makakilo Drive Estension

· Kapolei Judiciary Complex

· Traffic Enforcement in VOK 

· Kapolei School Traffic Lights

· Kapolei High School

· Hawaii SuperFerry

· Kapolei West Project

Traffic Safety for Children in Makakilo/Kapolei:

On April 7, 2005 I held a meeting of senior officials from the Department of Education, City Department of Transportation Services, Honolulu Police Department, Mauka Lani and Makakilo elementary schools and the landowners associations for the property on Makakilo Drive between Palahia and Panana Streets.

The purpose of this meeting was to effect immediate actions to improve traffic safety in the area,to set in motion those things that would take more time to complete, and to solicit new ideas and begin planning for longer-term improvements.

Among the actions made at that meeting were:


Move the bus stops on the uphill run from mid-block to near the traffic lights and



crosswalks.

Add bus stops for school buses traveling downhill on Makakilo Drive.

Make sure that enough available seats exist on the school buses so that children don't cross the road to board on the uphill run because the buses are too full when they come down.

Install more visible caution signs for motorists.

Investigate traffic calming measures for Makakilo Drive in the area of Mauka Lani Elementary.

Have adults from Mauka Lani Elementary and the neighboring condominiums monitor the crossings near the back entrance to the school.

Adult school crossing guards.

More police traffic enforcement in the area.

Some items already accomplished are:


New bus stops have been added.


Existing mid-block school bus stops have been moved.


The Honolulu Police Department has given a higher priority to police presence in the area.

DOE has implemented a program to monitor school bus ridership to make sure there is room on the buses for all children.


The City DTS has begun a study of possible traffic calming measures.

Although this meeting was designed for those officials who could effect immediate change, there was also a public meeting held a few days later at Mauka Lani Elementary School.

My office has been following up on the progress of these initiatives, and there will be further meetings held, including public meetings, to make sure that these projects are successfully implemented, and to search for additional solutions.

Makakilo Drive Extension:

I am happy to report that there has been some progress on the Makakilo Drive extension.  Although Makakilo Drive is a City street in most places, and a private street above Kikaha Street, I have made the argument that the Makakilo Drive extension is a public safety issue.

As a result, there was money for the initial planning of the Makakilo Drive extension placed into this year's budget.

The extension, running from the Mauka end of Makakilo Drive to the new H1/North South Road interchange would provide a second entry/exit to Makakilo, and would divert much of the traffic from the current Makakilo Drive/Farrington Highway intersection.  The road remains in City jurisdiction, and if they proceed it still remains to be seen if we can get State and/or Federal money, to aid in construction, but at least we have made a beginning.

Kapolei Judiciary Complex:
The funding for this badly needed project, cut at the last minute, without explanation in an unscheduled Finance Committee hearing has been restored.

I wrote letters of support for the Kapolei Judiciary Complex to the Senate President and the Chair of the Senate Ways & Means Committee.  Fortunately, my colleagues in the Senate, including Senate President Bobby Bunda and Senators Colleen Hanabusa and Brian Taniguchi realized the importance of this project, and the funding was restored.

The House/Senate Budget Conference Committee has included the $95 million funding for this project in the final 2006-2007 budget.  

Barring unforeseen circumstances, construction should begin in 2007 and the new Judiciary Complex should be finished in 2010..

Traffic Enforcement in the Villages of Kapolei:

As reported last month, I introduced HB776 to allow police to enforce traffic ordinances in the Villages, only to see it killed in the Judiciary Committee.

Fortunately, in discussions with Governor Lingle before the current legislative session, we agreed upon a two-pronged strategy in which she would include a less direct fix to the problem in one of her bills.

I am happy to report that bill has passed both the Senate and House and, at the time of this writing, is in Conference Committee.  I sit on that committee, where I have taken the lead in coordinating with Mayor Hannemann.  I am supporting the bill strongly, and am optimistic the bill will pass and be signed into law by the Governor.

Traffic Light Completion:

The traffic light installations for the Kapolei Elementary, Middle and High Schools are awaiting the delivery of materials from the mainland.  Concrete work for the light standards has begun at one of the sites, and all of the installations are expected to be completed this summer.

Funding for Kapolei High School:

This year's budget contains $5,300,000 for the completion of the athletic facilities at Kapolei High School.  

The funding was in my CIP bill and in the Executive Budget.  It has survived in Conference Committee, where I am a member and have worked hard to ensure that Kapolei High School gets the funds that it needs.  The bill now needs only the Governor's signature to become law.

DHHL land for portables at Kapolei High School:

As I reported last month, Kapolei High School needs more classroom space to avoid going multi-track.  Unfortunately, the school was sited without adequate space for new classrooms.

On April 5, 2005 I held a meeting in my office at the Capitol with Micah Kane, Director of DHHL, Stephanie Aveiro, Executive Director of HCDCH, Mr. Al Nagasako, Principal of Kapolei High School, and Councilman Todd Apo.  The purpose of the meeting was to see if land from proposed developments next to the school could be made available to Kapolei High School.

The meeting went very well.  All of the people involved have a cooperative attitude about solving this problem, and several possibilities were identified.  I am very optimistic we will find a solution and will keep you informed as we progress.

Hawaii SuperFerry:
The Hawaii SuperFerry, a new inter-island ferry, has survived an attempt to kill it through legislation requiring an EIS before it could begin operations.  

The claim that an EIS should be required is hard to understand, since the ferry uses existing harbor facilities, and no other shipping company has ever been asked to do an EIS for use of the open ocean.  Opponents of the new ferry system have gone to court in an attempt to force the SuperFerry to conduct an EIS before beginning operations.  A complaint was filed and Hawaii SuperFerry submitted the answers to the court.  A hearing date is anticipated sometime in May.

I believe that the suit has little chance of success, and may have been filed as a delaying tactic since the project is very time-sensitive.  I will continue to monitor the progress of this much-needed inter-island travel alternative. 

A $40 million appropriation for harbor improvements was approved in the Budget Conference Committee, $20 million for FY06 and another $20 million for FY07.

Kapolei West Project:
The public comment period for the Kapolei West Draft EIS.  Comments can be filed with the State Land Use Commission, 235 S. Beretania Street Room 406, with Aina Nui Corporation or with the Office of Environmental Control, 235 S. Beretania Street #702, Honolulu, Hawaii.


The residential portion of the project is shown here, including the site set aside for a new elementary school.  

Please feel free to contact me with your ideas and opinions.  

You may call my office at 586-8500, FAX 586-8504, or you can email me at repmoses@capitol.hawaii.gov.  I look forward to hearing from you.


Join me Saturday mornings from 7 to 8 am on “The Voice of the Majority" at 1080
on the AM dial.  Call me at 524-1080 to share your comments, concerns, and opinions.


Always remember,

GOOD THINGS DON'T JUST HAPPEN – THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN

TOGETHER WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS AMERICA

MARK MOSES�


REPRESENTATIVE 40th DISTRICT��ASSISTANT REPUBLICAN LEADER�
�
COMMITTEES:


FINANCE-RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER





PUBLIC SAFETY & MILITARY AFFAIRS RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER





TRANSPORTATION


RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER


�
�













State Capitol, Room 310 ( Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

586-8500 (Office) ( 672-8550 (Res) ( 586-8504 (Fax) (  repmoses@capitol.hawaii.gov 


