Dear Friends and Neighbors,

I thank those who contributed to our Hurricane Katrina relief effort.  My special thanks to Rochon Pinho, the 14 year old cancer patient who originated the idea, to Kapolei High School Principal Al Nagasako, to advisor Mr. Aquino and the students who helped load the Matson Container in the school parking lot, and to Beeh’s Trucking.

The container was loaded with badly-needed items specifically requested by those in need, then shipped to the Multi-Agency Warehouse in Louisiana.

Immediately after hurricanes Katrina and Rita I participated in a White House conference call led by Mr. Ken Rapuano, Deputy Assistant to the President and Deputy White House Homeland Security Advisor.

Most participants were Mayors of cities hit by the hurricanes and cities like Honolulu that hosted or aided those displaced.  I was the only participant from Hawaii.

Mr. Rapuano outlined the President’s efforts and we discussed our concerns in responding to the storms aftermath.

October 12th, I joined the Hawaii State Director and her assistant from the USDA Rural Development office in welcoming a Katrina displaced family to Kapolei.

After arriving that morning to Hawaii, I helped them get oriented to Kapolei and escorted them to Kapolei High School where Amber will finish her senior year.

New Businesses in Kapolei:

I recently participated in Groundbreaking/Blessings for several businesses in Kapolei.  Hoku Scientific and Copart Auto constructed new facilities here; Pacific Allied Products, Seagull Schools and Island Pacific Academy are expanding.

I mention this because enterprise expansion, the creation of new jobs, and increased school capacity in Kapolei are important for us.  It means more opportunity for our residents close to home and less commuting to Honolulu.  More importantly, it means the continued growth of Kapolei into a true city, a complete community where people live, work, shop and play instead of existing only as a bedroom suburb.

I’m proud of Kapolei, its growth and its people, and I hope that you share that pride with me.

Always remember,

GOOD THINGS DON'T JUST HAPPEN – THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN

TOGETHER WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS AMERICA

