Royal Kunia/"Olelo Launa"

May, 2005

Update

by Representative Mark Moses 
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Dear friends and neighbors, during the 2005 Legislative session I continued to work hard for you on many of the important issues that we face as a community.  Especially important to us were improving schools and public facilities, reducing traffic congestion, and making our community safer.

Royal Kunia Elementary School:

Good News!  I can finally report that progress is being made on an elementary school for Royal Kunia.  Several major roadblocks have been cleared, including acquisition of the land and expedition of the building permits.  

I have scheduled a meeting with the DOE and RKS Construction (the titleholder of the land) to discuss planning and funding for the new Royal Kunia School.  The object of this meeting is to get agreement on the procedures for the development, plan for the funding, and to get the DOE to place the new school on their priority list.  I believe that if we all work together, we can accomplish this.

For those of you who didn't get my letter in May, a brief explanation of the situation is repeated below.

When Halekua Development first applied for zoning for the Royal Kunia project they were required to provide land for an elementary school as a part of their impact fees.

The land was promised, and we got money appropriated by the Legislature for the planning and design of the school. Before work on the school could begin, Halekua Development got into financial trouble and the land has been tied up in bankruptcy proceedings ever since.  Because there was no land for the school, the funds for planning and design were never released.

According to the Trustee for the Halekua Development bankruptcy, there has been progress.  The bankruptcy has moved from Chapter 11 to Chapter 7, which is dissolution of the company.   This is an important step, vigorously opposed by the company owners, which allows the distribution of company assets to the creditors.

There remains one major holdup.  Two of the secured creditors have “unliquidated debts”.  These are debts that do not yet have a concrete value placed upon them, a situation that arises from the extremely complex financing arrangements used by Halekua Development.  The bankruptcy trustee is attempting, with no success so far, to get the secured creditors to agree upon a value for the unliquidated debts.  If this is accomplished, it will speed up the process and allow the trustee to avoid a lengthy court action.

Once the unliquidated debts are valued, the dissolution of the company can proceed.  We hope the property will then be quickly developed.

Just before Halekua went into bankruptcy, the land for the school was transferred to the Kobayashi Construction (RKS) Company.  Under bankruptcy law, the secured debtors can petition the court to invalidate the transfer and have the land revert to them.  I have spoken to them and they have agreed not to do this, and to allow the land to remain with RKS, on the condition that RKS proceeds with construction of the school.

RKS is ready and willing to construct the school, either as a contractor for the State or by financing the construction themselves, with the State purchasing the school from them upon completion.  This is the same type of arrangement that the State used in the construction of Kapolei Middle & High Schools.

There are several conditions that must be met.  First, the DOE must agree to construction of Royal Kunia Elementary and place it high on their priority matrix. Second, I must get funding for the school passed in the legislature. Third, the City must grant a building permit.  Because of City DPP requirements for the access road to the site, I am working closely with the DPP to provide an innovative solution.

Royal Kunia Golf Course #1:

A "For Sale" sign has been posted on the undeveloped land designated Royal Kunia Golf Course #1.  Many of you have wondered what this portends.

The owner of the land, Koei Hawaii, Inc., has decided to abandon the development of a golf course and sell the land (currently zoned as conservation, P2) "as is".  The land consists of two parcels, which could be sold separately.  According to the company representative, some tentative offers have been received.

The City Department of Planning and Permitting reports that no requests for rezoning or building permits have been received, and there are several conditions that would make development of the property very difficult.

First, the land is designated as a "rainwater storage area".  This was an EPA requirement for the development of Royal Kunia, and it provides an area for water to collect and percolate into the ground during heavy rains, rather than carry sediment and pollution into the streams and ocean.

Second, there are very large ($25M) "Unilateral Agreement Conditions" tied to the land.  Anyone purchasing the land would continue to be bound by these conditions, and would have to pay the fees in stages before and during construction.  In the event that the land was rezoned there could be additional impact fees assessed.

While these fees could be set aside, it would take an amendment by the City Council to the original zoning bill.  The process for such an amendment, even if it were considered, would take almost one year, with ample opportunity for public input.

Kapolei Judiciary Complex:

At the beginning of this session, I was approached by the Judiciary with a funding request of $67M (later increased to $97M) for this project.  With lots of hard work, full funding for this project was included in the final budget that passed this session, and will be available to the Judiciary in the coming fiscal year (FY2005-2006).  In addition to the Family Courts, the complex will include the Waianae District Court and a new Juvenile Detention Facility. 

This is a very important project for Leeward Oahu.  The new facility will be safer and more convenient for all Family Court users; particularly for residents of Leeward and Central Oahu who will no longer contribute to the morning hour traffic jams.

Jobs and services will be transferred away from downtown Honolulu, further reducing traffic congestion and the time wasted on our highways.  The new juvenile detention facility will provide a badly needed improvement.  The Keiki, the parents and society as a whole will all benefit from this new facility.

Megan's Law:

This law, which gives the public access to the locations of convicted sex offenders, is a safeguard for our children and our families that is long overdue.

The Hawaii Supreme Court, some of whose members apparently live on another planet, had struck down our original law, making Hawaii one of only two states in the nation without a publicly available sex offender registry.  

It took your support of a Constitutional Amendment, and a new law which we passed this session, to return the sex offender information to the citizens.  I have been a strong advocate for this law for many years.  During this session I supported it in both Standing and Conference Committees, and its passage gives me a strong sense of satisfaction.

The information is now available on the internet at http://sexoffenders.hawaii.gov .  The site has proven very successful.  The large numbers of visitors to the site show how important this information is, and having the information will help keep our Keiki and our neighborhoods safer.  Visit the site and enter your zip code for a real eye opening experience.

DNA Testing:

We passed another bill this year to require DNA testing of convicted felons.  This law will be of great help in convicting the guilty and exonerating the innocent.

Some have criticized this law an intrusion into peoples privacy, but is little different than fingerprinting, which we have long required of all arrested persons, and DNA testing is only required of convicted felons.  I have been a strong advocate for this law as well, supporting it in the Standing Committee and on the Floor of the Legislature.  I believe that its passage will provide our police and courts with a powerful tool for preserving the peace.

Bus Service:

I introduced two resolutions in this year’s session requesting that the OTS (theBus) add bus service to Royal Kunia and the Kunia Road area Mauka of Kupuna Loop.  

Bus service for the Kunia area Mauka of Village Park is very sparse.  This is a handicap for residents of the area, and for employers, who are unable to attract workers who depend upon public transportation.  For some employers in the agricultural industry, this is particularly troublesome, as it restricts their ability to attract needed employees.  

Both Resolutions were passed in Transportation Committee but denied a hearing in Finance Committee although they required no State funds. I remain determined, and have contacted the Mayor about providing this service.

Always remember,

GOOD THINGS DON'T JUST HAPPEN – THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN

TOGETHER WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS AMERICA

