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Education:

The Legislature enacted several bills this session to improve our educational system.

Bill (HB115) requires the University of Hawaii to allow grant returning military personnel the right to retain admission to programs to which they had been admitted prior to deployment.

Also passed were amendments to the new century charter school statutes that will provide more equitable funding for new century charter schools.

The legislation allows funding for a per pupil allocation, fringe benefit costs and collective bargaining increases for charter school employees and allows charter school employees to participate in the State's workers' compensation system.  

These amendments provide additional appropriations for workers' compensation benefits and provide charter schools with access to federal education funds, helping to reduce the disparity between Charter School funding and the funding for other public schools.

Unfortunately, the Legislature has once again refused to address the huge Department of Education bureaucracy that is the real problem with our public schools.  Less than half of the DOE’s certificated teachers ever see the inside of a classroom, and far too much of the DOE’s Two Billion Dollar budget never reaches the schools.

We need to eliminate most of this bureaucracy and move to local control of our schools.

Many of the schools’ problems are caused by a lack of funds, money consumed by the DOE bureaucracy, and by decisions that are made high up in the DOE, far from the schools and the problems those decisions are meant to address.

Unfortunately, the Legislature remains unwilling to address these problems, or to consider the simple and effective solution of local school boards.

Now with the weighted student formula many schools are going to lose even more money.  Although the final formulas haven't been announced, it appears that many of the smaller schools will be especially hard hit, particularly rural schools.  Many of these schools are facing crippling staff loses, and yet there are no plans to reduce the DOE bureaucratic overhead, nor to transfer any of these teachers to the schools.

It also appears that no weight was given to gifted or talented students, who have special needs of their own, thus shortchanging our potentially most productive children.

Hawaii is never going to have any large-scale manufacturing industry, nor do we want the associated environmental effects that would accompany one.  If we are going to have any industry at all, other than tourism, it will have to be high-tech and we will never have a significant high-tech industry in Hawaii if we don't nurture our best and brightest students, the ones who will make high-tech possible.

I urge the DOE to reconsider their plans, to move staff into the schools and to devote more resources to our gifted and talented children.

Always remember,

GOOD THINGS DON’T JUST HAPPEN –THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN.

TOGETHER, WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

