Progress

by Representative Mark Moses 
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Mass Transit:

There is much controversy over rail from Kapolei to downtown, and its cost.  I have listened carefully to our community, and most people support rail.

I believe in county home rule.  Transit is a county responsibility, but where's the money?

HB1309 lets the counties add 1% to the General Excise Tax (GET) to build/maintain transit systems.

I remain opposed to new taxes or fee increases.  I supported HB1309 because it puts transit in the County's hands, where it belongs.

I believe the GET is the worst possible tax.  There are ways to finance mass transit without raising this tax.  The State could return to the County the Transient Accommodation Tax, or some of the existing GET.

Unfortunately, these options aren't on the table in this legislature, and we need to act.

I believe those who support rail are correct, for the following reasons:

1.
Honolulu must address mass transit eventually, and rail is the best way to move people.

2.
Our roads are overwhelmed, and our population is rising.

3.
Costs keep rising as open space is developed.

In the 1960's a system from Pearl City to Hawaii-Kai would have cost $277 Million, an Island-Wide system would have cost $1 Billion, and been paid for by now.

Delay costs money.

4.
Buses and HOV lanes alone cannot transport the people who will live in Kapolei/Makakilo in coming years.  There isn't space here for details, but I will gladly provide them if you contact me.

I have a short survey on my web site at www.aloha.net/~msmoses/mark.htm.  Please print the survey and FAX it to me at 586-8504, or call my office at 586-8500.  I am your Representative, and I need your opinions.  I promise to heed them carefully.

Traffic Enforcement in the Villages:
I introduced HB776, which allows police to enforce traffic ordinances in the Villages.

I got the bill passed unanimously in Transportation Committee and waived by the Housing Committee.  Unfortunately, Representative Luke, the Judiciary Chair, refused to hear the bill or to provide any reason for her action.

I am still working to solve this problem.

KHS:

I am working with Hawaiian Homelands, HCDCH and Principal Al Nagasako to get space for portables so that KHS isn't forced to multi-track.  I'll keep you informed.

Always remember,

GOOD THINGS DON’T JUST HAPPEN –THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN.

TOGETHER, WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

