Progress

by Representative Mark Moses 
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Kapolei High School:

As many of you realize, Kapolei High School is overcrowded.  Originally designed to accommodate 1,800 students, enrollment has risen to almost 2,600.

One solution is for the school to go multi-track.  An alternative is the placement of portable classrooms at the school.  Unfortunately, KHS lacks space for new classrooms.

I have been working to solve this problem, and I am happy to report some success.

On April 5, 2005 I held a meeting in my office at the Capitol with Micah Kane, Director of DHHL, Stephanie Aveiro, Executive Director of HCDCH, Mr. Al Nagasako, Principal of Kapolei High School, and Councilman Todd Apo.  The purpose of the meeting was to see if land from proposed developments next to the school could be made available for portables.

The meeting went very well.  All the participants had a cooperative attitude about solving this problem, and several possibilities were identified.  I am very optimistic we will find a solution.

New High School:

I have been in preliminary discussions with the UH Board of Regents about placing a new high school at UH West Oahu Campus.  This site would benefit from the nearby UH Campus and from the availability of University courses for gifted students.

Traffic Enforcement in the Villages:
As reported last month, I introduced HB776 to allow police to enforce traffic ordinances in the Villages.

It passed Transportation Committee unanimously, was waived by Housing Committee, then stalled in Judiciary as the Chair refused to hear the bill or provide any reason for inaction.

Fortunately, in early discussions with Governor Lingle, we agreed upon a two-pronged strategy in which she would include a less direct fix to the problem in one of her bills.

I am happy to report that SB797 has passed both the Senate and House and, at the time of this writing, is headed for Conference Committee.  I am optimistic the bill will pass and be signed into law by the Governor.

The outcome is that police officers will be able to enforce traffic ordinances in the Villages of Kapolei, improving safety for our residents and our keiki.

Update, Traffic Light Installation:

Installation of traffic lights at the Kapolei Elementary, Middle and High Schools has already begun, with completion no later than July, 2005.

Always remember,

GOOD THINGS DON’T JUST HAPPEN –THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN.

TOGETHER, WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

