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Progress

by Representative Mark Moses 
Legislative Update:

Important safety and infrastructure issues were successfully decided this session.  Some examples are:


My Original Request

(January 25)
Final Budget

Kapolei High School Athletic Facilities
$5,300,000
$5,300,000

Makakilo Drive Extension Planning Funds
$2,000,000*

*Planning & Design
$500,000*

*For planning

Kapolei Judiciary Complex


$67,000,000*

* Judiciary  later requested increase to $95M
$95,000,000

LCC 2nd Access
$500,000
$5,000,000

Megan's Law & DNA Testing:

A safeguard for our children, long overdue, is the new sex offender registration law.  

This law reinstates public availability of sex offender information, and will help keep our Keiki and our neighborhoods safer (http://sexoffenders.hawaii.gov).  

Another bill we passed requires DNA testing of convicted felons. 

Traffic Enforcement in the Villages:
The bill the Governor and I coordinated to address this issue has passed.

Soon, police will be able to enforce traffic ordinances in the Villages, improving safety for residents and keiki.

Traffic Safety Update:

After the tragic death of a Kapolei Middle School student crossing Makakilo Drive, I held a meeting on April 7, 2005 at the State Capitol with the DOE and the City DTS to improve safety for all our children along Makakilo Drive.  

At the meeting several possible solutions were discussed, including:

· Move the school bus stops on the uphill run from mid-block to nearer the traffic lights, 

· Add bus stops on the downhill run.

· Slow traffic in the school zone.

These solutions have been implemented, and appear to help.  We are monitoring bus stops to determine if the changes are working, and to make sure that there are sufficient seats for all of the children.

Another proposal was installation of traffic calming measures on Makakilo Drive below Palahia Street.  The City proposed a similar measure years ago, but it was opposed by the community.  

After reviewing the traffic flow, in light of the increased development since the prior study, the City DTS is ready to proceed with a trial installation of lane narrowing and creation of a medial island.  Both will be temporary and will be monitored by the DTS for safety and effectiveness.

Installation will begin as soon as resurfacing in the area has been completed, probably sometime in July of this year.  I remain concerned the inevitable traffic backups may prove more dangerous than the existing conditions.

Remember,

GOOD THINGS DON’T JUST HAPPEN –THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN.

TOGETHER, WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

