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Movement

by Representative Mark Moses 
The Need for Rail:

Rail transit has been debated for years.  Many of our best transportation planners and engineers have advocated a rail transit system for Oahu, at different times and under different administrations.

The reasons are simple – Nothing else can move as many people, as quickly, or as safely or at a lower cost.

Still, we don’t yet have a rail transit system.

The recent debate centered on the tax increase needed to fund rail, understandable, given the already high taxes in Hawaii.  I have opposed tax and/or fee increases my entire career as a legislator.  We are too highly taxed, and our taxes are often spent unwisely.

Opposition to the proposed tax has led to many suggestions for alternatives.  Some of these are well-reasoned, others less so.

Staggered work hours, telecommuting, and the relocation of more jobs to West Oahu are reasonable and inexpensive solutions, and are being worked on.

Other solutions, including freeway improvements, more contra-flow lanes, an intra-island ferry and a tunnel from Ewa to downtown, are more expensive, but worth studying.

Some suggestions, such as enlarging the present freeway, building a new freeway, or double-decking the H-1 are far more expensive and ignore the true nature of the problem.

Oahu is uniquely suited for a rail system.  Our residential and business communities are compact, our transit corridors are narrow and land is scarce.

We could have financed rail without a new tax, had Legislature had not consistently raided the State Transportation fund, had they left the TAT with the City and had the last City administration not plunged the City into debt.

Even now, we could do it without new taxes were State willing to return the full Transient Accommodation Tax or give the Counties a portion of the existing GET.  Unfortunately, the Legislature is unwilling to do either.

Public transportation is a County issue, but the County cannot fund major transportation projects without federal assistance, and to get Federal funding it must have a financing mechanism in place.

This leaves only one possibility, give the counties additional taxing authority.

Still, I voted against the tax increase because I believe in home rule, and the law’s wording violates that principle, while diverting ten percent of the tax to the State, which is wrong.

Remember,

GOOD THINGS DON’T JUST HAPPEN –THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN.

TOGETHER, WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

