Progress

by Representative Mark Moses 
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Education:

The Legislature enacted several bills this session to improve our educational system.

Bill (HB115) requires the University of Hawaii to allow grant returning military personnel the right to retain admission to programs to which they had been admitted prior to deployment.

Also passed were amendments to the new century charter school statutes that will provide more equitable funding for new century charter schools.

The legislation allows funding for a per pupil allocation, fringe benefit costs and collective bargaining increases for charter school employees and allows charter school employees to participate in the State's workers' compensation system.  

These amendments provide additional appropriations for workers' compensation benefits and provide charter schools with access to federal education funds, helping to reduce the disparity between Charter School funding and the funding for other public schools.

Unfortunately, the Legislature has once again refused to address the huge Department of Education bureaucracy that is the real problem with our public schools.  Less than half of the DOE’s certificated teachers ever see the inside of a classroom, and far too much of the DOE’s Two Billion Dollar budget never reaches the schools.

We need to eliminate most of this bureaucracy and move to local control of our schools.

Many of the schools’ problems are caused by a lack of funds, money consumed by the DOE bureaucracy, and by decisions that are made high up in the DOE, far from the schools and the problems those decisions are meant to address.

Unfortunately, the Legislature remains unwilling to address these problems, or to consider the simple and effective solution of local school boards.

Traffic Enforcement in the Villages:
As reported to you in April, I introduced HB776 to allow police to enforce traffic ordinances in the Villages, which was killed in the Judiciary Committee when the Chair refused to hear any Minority bills.

There was a backup plan, and Governor Lingle included a less direct fix to the problem in one of her bills.

That bill has passed and been signed into law by the Governor.  Because of these efforts, and the Governors responsiveness to our concerns, beginning in July police officers will be able to enforce traffic ordinances in the Villages of Kapolei, improving safety for our residents and our keiki.

Always remember,

GOOD THINGS DON’T JUST HAPPEN –THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN.

TOGETHER, WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

