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by Representative Mark Moses 

I hope you enjoyed Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years.  I wish each of you a safe and pleasant 2006.

The Legislative session begins January 18th, and I invite you to my Open House at the Capitol.  

I continue working on tax relief, traffic congestion, additional funding for North/South Road Phase 2, and building the UH West Oahu Campus. I have continued conversations with the Governor, UH Board of Regents, UH President, and UH WOC Chancellor to ensure this project remains a reality. 

Other items:

Identity Theft has become a major problem in Hawaii. We rank fifth in the nation for this crime.

I propose several laws for our protection. 

Prohibit businesses from collecting and keeping more private data than needed for their operations. 

Keep information protected through secure data storage, including encryption.

Require companies notify consumers immediately of possible identity theft, allowing consumers to take steps to protect their credit and assets.  

Prohibit releasing personal data without consumer’s permission.

Disaster Preparedness:

September 12-13 House Committees of Public Safety and Military Affairs, Health, Agriculture and Transportation met to evaluate Hawaii's ability to minimize loss of life and property following a hurricane, tsunami or other natural disaster.

We heard testimony from Hawaii State and Oahu Civil Defense, American Red Cross, Honolulu Police, Fire, and Transportation Services Departments, state Departments of Transportation, Health, Human Services, and Education, the National Weather Service, and Hawaii Tourism Authority.  

On November 18 we met to discuss potential human health risks from the avian (Bird) flu. Topics included early detection, vaccine quantities, treatment, isolation, and bed spaces.

Providing information were representatives from the Departments of Health, Public Safety, Agriculture, Transportation, Business, Economic Development and Tourism, Civil Defense, and Hawaii Health Systems Corporation.

Later we resumed discussion on minimizing loss of life and property following natural disaster, including reviewing Hawaii's policies for evacuation of the frail, elderly, and disabled, especially from institutions, prior to and during an event, and our evacuation plan for individuals in public or private institutions, such as hospitals, mental hospitals and prisons.

We also discussed post-disaster issues including emergency & urgent care access prior, during, and after events; preparedness on disease prevention and access to clean water subsequent to an event.

If there are issues you think should be addressed by the Legislature please call or write to me.  I am here to represent you, and I will to the best of my ability.

