Dear Friends,

I hope you enjoyed the holidays.  I wish you all a safe and pleasant 2006.

The Legislative session begins January 18th, and I invite you to my Open House at the Capitol.  

I continue working on tax relief, traffic congestion, funding for North/South Road completion, and building the UH West Oahu Campus. I have continued conversations with the Governor, UH Regents, President, and WOC Chancellor to ensure this project remains a reality. 

If there is an issue you think should be addressed by the Legislature please feel free to contact me.  My job is to represent you, and I will do my best to help you.

School Bus Stops for Mauka Lani Elementary:
In April, 2005, following a tragic accident on Makakilo Drive, I worked with the DOE to get additional school bus stops on Makakilo Drive and to relocate the mid-block bus stops between Palahia and Panana Streets.

Fortunately, I was able to get the DOE to move swiftly and change the stops so children would cross in the marked crosswalks.

Further observations, however, revealed that the new bus stops were not placed close enough to the intersections to discourage children from jaywalking.

In October I sent a letter to Superintendent of Education Hamamoto asking that the school bus stops be relocated closer to the intersection. Once again Superintendent Hamamoto moved quickly to safeguard our Keiki by moving the bus stops closer to the intersections.

I thank Superintendent Hamamoto for her quick work and the area residents who have worked with me to improve the safety of our children in this area of potentially dangerous traffic.

Identity Theft:
Identity theft has become a major problem, especially for Hawaii, and we need better laws to protect us.

I am introducing laws this session to:

Prohibit businesses from keeping more information than needed.

Require information be protected by using secure data storage practices.

Require immediate notification of any possible identity theft.  

Prohibit releasing personal data without the consumer's permission.

Always remember,

GOOD THINGS DON'T JUST HAPPEN – THEY ARE MADE TO HAPPEN

TOGETHER WE DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

GOD CONTINUE TO BLESS AMERICA

